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MINUTES OF WANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON  
MONDAY, 14 MARCH 2022 AT 7.30 P.M.  

Item No  
22(3)1 Chairman’s Welcome 

The Chairman welcomed all Councillors present and also to two members of the public.  The Chairman 
referred to the resignation of Mrs Vivien Thorley.  The Chairman proposed, and all agreed, that he 
would write to Mrs Thorley to send good wishes for the future and thank her for her past service to the 
parish council and community.   

22(3)2 In attendance: 
Cllr John Stannage, Chairman; Cllr Tim Pearson, Vice-Chairman, Cllr Quentin Bambridge; Cllr Graham 
Garner; Cllr Martyn Handley. 
Apologies for absence:  Cllr Richard Clarke; Cllr Gavin Elsey; their reasons for absence were 
accepted by Councillors.   

22(3)3 Declarations of Interest 
The Chairman announced a ‘Declaration of Interest’ in Item 22(3)7 of the agenda relating to the re-
pollarding of a willow tree in The Stables.  

22(3)4 Public Time 
22(2)18 LED Lighting at St Mary’s Church, Wansford.  This agenda item was brought forward for 
discussion as a member of the public in attendance had information to present to councillors.  Please 
see agenda item 22(2)18 below for the minuted discussion.  

22(3)5 Minutes of the meeting held on 15 February 2022 
The Chairman proposed, and all agreed, that the minutes of the meeting held on 15 February 2022 
were an accurate account of its discussion.                                                                      Action:  Clerk 

22(3)6 Matters arising from the Minutes of 15 February 2022 
 

 21(11)12       Wansford Community Hall 
The Chairman reported that Greenwoods (Solicitors} were unable to act for the lease of the Community 
Hall as there was a conflict of interest.  Hunt and Coombs had now been appointed for this job.  The 
Chairman was currently awaiting a response from that solicitor’s practise. WIFI had been installed in 
the hall and worked well.  Bookings for the hall:  bookings had been received for CPR and Defibrillator 
training sessions in the community hall.  The Chairman would arrange for the floor to be cleaned prior 
to the training sessions taking place.  
 

 21(11)14       Old Leicester Road/A47 Junction 
The Chairman reported some progress on this junction which had recently been surveyed by an 
engineer from PCC and Wansford Parish Council had been informed that some remedial work would 
done at this junction in the spring. 

  21(11)15       Vehicle Activated Speed Signs (VAS). 
The Chairman reported that this matter would be discussed at the next meeting of the parish council on 
the return of Cllr Clarke.  Also, the Chairman proposed, and all agreed, that an item would be added to 
the next parish council agenda regarding larger vehicles using the old bridge in Wansford.  
                                                                                                                                           Action:  Clerk                                                                                                                 

 21(11)16       King’s Cliffe Industrial Estate Traffic Routing 
The Chairman reported that Ian Baish of North Northants Council had confirmed to the parish council 
that a road sign requested by us, and as a condition to accept the Planning Application to extend 
warehousing at King’s Cliffe Industrial Estate, would be erected at the exit of that Estate to inform that 
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HGVs must not enter Wansford.  The Industrial Estate would also remove an existing sign which stated 
they must not turn right on leaving the site.  

 21(11)18       Highways – Declassification (Road Signs) 
The Chairman reported that three large road traffic signs had been removed from within the parish. The 
new finger posts had been installed.  Two errors had been found on the finger post signage and would 
be amended.  It was found that our original request for the signage had been correct but the 
subsequent confirmation from the supplier had been incorrect.  The supplier had agreed to pay half the 
cost for the amendments. Cllr Handley had already paid the supplier.  The Chairman proposed, and all 
councillors agreed, that Cllr Handley be reimbursed the sum of £310 plus VAT. 
                                                                                                                                         Action:  Clerk         

 21(11)19       A47 Dualling 
The Chairman reported that Cllr Clarke would be joining two remote meetings with the Planning 
Inspectorate this week and updates on discussions would be given at the April meeting.  
On another matter relating to the A47, a Councillor brought to the parish council’s attention that the A47 
road surface between the western roundabout and the old Leicester Road junction was in a very poor 
state.  The Chairman proposed, and all agreed, that the Clerk write to Lewis Banks to ask him to look 
at the road surface on the A47 by the roundabout.                                                          Action:  Clerk                                                                                       

 21(11)21        Nene Close Public Footpath 
The Chairman reported that an email had been received from Sacrewell regarding the right of way of 
the footpath between Nene Close and Peterborough Road which had been in use for over 30 years.  
The email confirmed that the approved form of transfer for the sale of land to the rear of 27 Nene 
Close, Wansford “reserves a right of way over it for the Trust and, amongst others any person 
authorised by the Trust and any other person so entitled.”  A Plan of the footpath and clause 12.4.1 of 
the transfer document stated “A right of way at all times and for all purposes over and along the path 
shown coloured pink and hatched brown on the Plan.”  The Plan and email would be retained by the 
parish council as an historical document for future reference when needed.                 Action:  Clerk                                                                                                                                                              

 21(11)27a     Website 
The Clerk gave an update on the development of the new website.  The uploading of minutes and 
financial documents were complete.  Other areas of the website were in the process of being 
populated.                                                                                                                       Action:  Clerk 

 21(11)27b     Councillor’s email addresses 
The Clerk reported that new Councillor email addresses would be added to the new website.  
                                                                                                                                        Action:  Clerk 

 21(11)27c     Defibrillator (Webnos training session) 
The Chairman reported that a date and time of a training session in the Christie Hall, Wansford had yet 
to be received and this matter would continue to be pursued.  The Webnos leaflets were of particular 
interest.   

 21(11) 27d    Telephone Kiosk 
The Chairman reported that the cover of the defibrillator had been re-secured as it had been found to 
have been removed and not repositioned correctly.  With the spring weather appearing it was hoped 
that the repainting of the kiosk may take place soon.                                            Action:  Councillors 

 21(12)11       Compliance 
The Chairman reiterated his quest to find the parish council’s missing documents and undertook to 
refresh efforts to liaise with Ashton Parish Council to find out if they had any of Wansford’s documents 
as our former clerk had also been clerk to that council.                                     Action:  Cllr Stannage 

 21(12)14       Good Neighbourhood Scheme   
The Chairman reported that the Clerk had met with Cate Harding to obtain information about proposed 
processes for the implementation of the scheme.  The annual membership fee had been reduced to 
half the original cost which was now £225.  The Chairman informed Councillors that the parish 
appointment of a Trustee and Volunteer Lead were needed to assist with the minimal administration of 
the scheme and invited volunteers for these roles.  Payment to the charity would be arranged next 
month.  Councillors undertook to deliver flyers for the scheme to each household within the parish.                                                                                             
Action:  Councillors  

 21(12)15       Platinum Jubilee Tree 
The Chairman reported that the oak tree appeared to be thriving and buds were appearing on its 
branches.  A dedicated Jubilee plaque would be ordered in the summer for display by the tree. 
                                                                                                                            Action:  Cllr Stannage 

 22(2)13         Platinum Jubilee Parish Council Celebration Mugs from Dash UK 
Councillors discussed the merits of providing Platinum Jubilee Parish Council Celebration Mugs to 
each child within Wansford Parish.  The Chairman proposed, and Councillors agreed, not to pursue this 
idea.   

 22(2)15        New Benches 
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A discussion took place regarding the provision of two benches within the parish: one wrought iron 
bench perhaps to be made by a parishioner and to be positioned near the play area in Nene Close; the 
other bench would be made of wood and positioned either at the wider verge near to 28 Old Leicester 
Road or an area adjacent to Seeds Field by the 30mph limit. The Chairman proposed, and Councillors 
agreed, to the provision of the benches. The quotation for the wrought iron bench was awaited.  

  22(2)16        Replacement Bins 
The Chairman reported that James Collingbridge of PCC had agreed to remove the plastic bin from the 
end of Old North Road and move it opposite to Wansford Mews and PCC would pay for this.  Mr 
Collingbridge had provided a quotation of £700 for the purchase of a wooden bin to replace the plastic 
bin being moved to opposite Wansford Mews which Councillors agreed was expensive.  The Chairman 
would research further potential suppliers and referred to a company near Wisbech that manufactured 
tanalised bins at a cost of £200 less than Mr Collingbridge’s quotation.  However, the Chairman 
proposed, and all agreed, that the Old North Road plastic bin be moved to opposite Wansford Mews.                                        
Action:  Cllr Stannage & Clerk 

 22(2)17         Seeds Field and the Planning Inspectorate; Planning Ref. No. 17/00550/OUT 
The Chairman reported that no further information had been received from the Planning Department 
about the appeal to develop Seeds Field.  It was decided to close this agenda item until such time that 
the Planning Inspectorate were in a position to consider the appeal. 

 22(2)18         LED Lighting at St Mary’s Church, Wansford 
The attending member of the public had researched further the matter of VAT to be claimed on the 
purchase of the LED lighting and informed that places of worship could not reclaim the VAT as the 
lights were not attached to the building.  The Chairman reported that if the parish council were to 
support the purchase there needed to be three quotations.  The Chairman also reported that an 
electrician from JMF Electrical Contractors Ltd was willing to waive his labour fees and to charge for 
the cost of the LED lights only.  The Chairman had also found that the church was able to apply to the 
Augean Revenue and Small Capital Grants Fund for the cost of the lights which is administered 
through Cllr Helen Harrison of North Northants Council.  The criteria for such a grant were that the cost 
must be under £5k and within a radius of 10 miles of the Augean landfill with preference given to those 
projects that were within 5 miles of Augean.  It was agreed that the member of the public would contact 
Cllr Harrison direct and any application must be made prior to May 2022.  The Clerk would be kept 
informed of progress.                                                                                                        Action:  Clerk 

 22(2)7          Planning 
Reference:  NE/21/01744/FULL 
Proposal:  To extend warehousing with an additional 538 sq metres of storage space  
Site address:  Brays Solutions Ltd, Kings Cliffe Road, near Wansford 
 
This agenda item was discussed in conjunction with agenda item 21(11)16.  The Chairman had earlier 
proposed, and councillors agreed, that the parish council agreed to the planning application with those 
conditions outlined in agenda item 21(11)16 above.  This matter was now considered closed. 

22(3)7 Planning 
Planning consultation notification 22/00265/CTR 
Proposal: to re-pollard a willow tree within the parish conservation area. 
Site address:  The Stables, Old Leicester Road, Wansford.  This is to re-pollard.  Cllr Stannage 
declared a personal interest in this agenda item.  Councillors agreed to allow the re-pollarding of the 
willow tree to go ahead.                                                                                                   Action:  Clerk 

Augean’s ENRMF planning application 

To discuss Augean’s proposal to extend their existing landfill site to deposit hazardous waste.   The link 
below gives details of the planning application which is to be scrutinized by the Planning Inspectorate 
later this month.  ENRMF Planning Application | Augean | Hazardous Waste Specialist 
(augeanplc.com)   The Chairman noted that this application was external to Wansford Parish. The 
Chairman proposed, and all agreed, that we write to King’s Cliffe Parish Council to seek their views on 
this application and that Wansford Parish Council would support them.   

                                                                                                                                         Action:  Clerk   

22(3)8 Accounts to Date 2021/2022 
The Chairman proposed, and all agreed, that the accounts be accepted as correct and that expenditure 
was within the Budget.  It was noted that next month would be the first month of the new precept.  

22(3)9 Budget 2021/2022 
Councillors scrutinized the Budget and accepted that expenditure was within limits. 

https://www.augeanplc.com/enrmf-planning/
https://www.augeanplc.com/enrmf-planning/
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22(3)10  Finance 
After discussion of each item of proposed expenditure the Chairman proposed, and Councillors agreed, 
that the following payments be made: 

a) Parish Clerk’s Salary (19 hrs x £13.21 + backpay of 77 hrs x 23p = £268.70)  
b) Netwise website invoice (£899 + £179.80 VAT = £1,078.80) 
c) A donation to Living Villages magazine (£150) under section 137 payments 
d) CAPALC membership fee 2022-2023 (£275.48) 
e) Clerk’s salary: payment of tax will be calculated by an accountant. 
f) Thornhaugh & Wansford Burial Ground Invoice for 2022-2023 (£2,000) 
g) The Christie Hall Management Committee had been asked for half payment of the rent 
for the Christie Hall.  The Clerk would send WPC’s account details to the Treasurer for a 
BACS transfer to be made in advance of the end of the financial year.  

                                                                                                                                         Action:  Clerk 
22(3)11 Correspondence 

A street lighting issue had been brought to the attention of Cllr Stannage regarding a parishioner’s 
concern over the growth of a tree blocking light on their roadway.  Some research had been made on 
this matter.  It was the Chairman’s belief that the tree in question had since been trimmed and the 
streetlight was no longer obstructing light.  The Chairman proposed, and all agreed, that a letter be 
sent to the complainant and that if the problem returned, the parishioner addressed the issue through 
the reporting section of the PCC website.                                                                        Action:  Clerk 

22(3)12 20mph Road Traffic Speed Restriction in Wansford 
The Chairman referred to the corner of the Old Leicester Road/Kings Cliffe junction with the idea of 
extending the current 20mph and 30mph restriction signs. It was agreed that traffic speeds were 
reduced with speed cameras.  This matter would be added to next month’s agenda for discussion and 
the Chairman asked councillors to give advance consideration to this.   

22(3)13 National Highways & the Relocation of Sutton Station House  
The Chairman reminded councillors that National Highways planned to relocate Sutton Station House 
building from its present site to Wansford Station.  The local community’s preferred location was to re-
site it equidistant from its existing position to the south side of the historic rail bridge alongside the 
former rail bed.   
The Chairman referred to an email written by the Chairman of Sutton Parish Council to Arcadis 
regarding his objection to the decision made by Arcadis.  The decision had been made without 
consultation and due process.  Cllr Clarke would discuss this matter during his meeting with the 
Planning Inspectorate to be held later this week.                                                    Action:  Cllr Clarke 

22(3)14 Matters for future consideration 
There were no additional Agenda items proposed for the next meeting not already covered above. 

22(3)15 Date of next meeting 
The date of the next meeting of the parish council was confirmed as Monday, 11 April 2022 at 7.30pm.  

22(3)16 
 

 

Village Magazine Reports Rota   
April 2022 (Cllr Stannage), May 2022 (Cllr Garner).  

   
Marie Lewis, Wansford Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer  


