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1.   The Chairman of Wansford Parish Council, Cllr John Stannage, welcomed all present. 
 
2.    The Chairman reported on activities of Wansford Parish Council over the past year.  The 
main points were as follows: 
                  

(a) We held our first face-to-face post-Covid restriction meeting on the 17th May 2021 in 
the Community Hall and have continued this format throughout the year. 

(b) Also in May 2021, our long-serving Clerk, Wendy Gray, retired and our newly 
appointed Clerk took over. Sadly, Jill Sardeson became terminally ill and we were 
without a Clerk until Marie Lewis came to our rescue in November 2021 and she has 
certainly brought her extensive skills to the Council. Thank you, Marie. 

(c) We concluded the Council year with Parish Council elections which turned out to be 
uncontested in Wansford, with three councillors leaving the Council and two new 
members joining.  My thanks go to Mr David Johnson, Mrs Vivien Thorley and Mr Tim 
Pearson for their tremendous input to the Council for many years and I welcome Cllr 
Graham Stevens and Cllr Quentin Bambridge. 

(d) Council meetings have seen extensive agendas and, on occasion, continued into the 
late evening, but we have discussed, challenged and agreed much. 

(e) Planning is very often a contentious subject and we have resolved all to date bar the 
2017 Seeds Field application which has been appealed by the applicant on non-
determination by Peterborough City Council (PCC).  We await details from the 
Planning Inspectorate with regards the date of the appeal meeting, etc. 

(f) Your Council is very mindful of prudent spending of Council taxpayer’s money and 
produces an annual budget to determine the precept we raise from PCC, seeking to 
improve life in our lovely village for the benefit of residents. 

(g) We are commited to maintaining working relations with Cambs ACRE, CAPALC, The 
John Clare Foundation, The Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office and of course 
PCC. We also work with our neighbouring Parish Councils, both within Peterborough 
and adjoining counties. 

(h) You may have noticed our new website at www.wansford-pc.gov.uk  with its new 
format, embracing village news and events alongside detailing all relevant Parish 
Council documentation and linked to Facebook, I hope everyone finds it interesting. 

(i) A positive spin off from the website is that Councillors now have gov.uk email 
addresses. 

(j) Our Clerk and RFO is progressively succeeding in getting the Council into the 21st 
century by moving our finances onto internet banking, I didn’t think I’d ever see the day 
when cheques were looked upon as obsolete, have you ever tried to pay for something 
by cheque on the internet? 

http://www.wansford-pc.gov.uk/


(k) The Council is now signed up to Good Neighbours - Rural Peterborough which is a 
Charity set up to help residents in need, most likely referred by the village Doctor’s 
Surgery. 

(l) You will have noticed the Vehicle Activated Speed signs in the village which do actually 
slow drivers to the speed limit and we are determined to make our roads as safe as 
possible. That includes preventing HGVs from using the village and our old historic 
weight-restricted bridge as a convenient cut through when an alternative route is 
available. 

(m) We have at last achieved the removal of the motorway sized road signs in the village 
and installed two fingerpost signs in their place, albeit with an unfortunate error in the 
spelling of King’s Cliffe, soon to be rectified. 

(n) You will also soon see a new litter bin on the Green, home-made from recycled larch 
wood, replacing the existing plastic one, a small step towards sustainability. 

(o) We are continuing to challenge National Highways over its lack of consideration of the 
western roundabout on the A47 Upgrade project and the proposed road alignment into 
the County Wildlife Site along the River Nene valley. Deliberations are now with the 
Planning Inspectorate which will report to the Secretary of State in July 2022 or 
thereabouts. 

(p) This year sees the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, the Council is commemorating this with 
a newly planted oak tree and creation of a Wildflower Jubilee Meadow near the Play 
Area in Nene Close. We are working closely with PCC and Peterborough Environment 
City Trust to progress the Wildflower Meadow. 

(q) For the June Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday, although not arranged by the Council but 
nonetheless supported by it, there will be a Beacon Lighting outside of The Stables, 
Old Leicester Rd on Thursday 2nd June at 9.45pm, where I hope we can raise a glass 
to Her Majesty. There will also be “Open House” style lunch parties within the village 
at 12noon on Sunday 5th June, look out for the Union Jack bunting! 

(r) Grass verge mowing is, in the main, done well in the village, although we do have to 
remind PCC/Aragon of some oversights at times. I also thank the many village 
residents who regularly mow the grass verges adjacent to their properties. 

(s) And now we come to the Wansford Litter Pick, an enthusiastic band of warriors of all 
ages ably marshalled by Jane Hunt and we work closely with the Thornhaugh Group 
headed by Nikki Higgins. You have to wonder where all the bags of litter come from, 
but they are picked up from the collection point very efficiently by PCC/ Aragon.  

(t) I conclude by thanking Councillors and our Clerk for the tremendous support they have 
given me over the past year and hope we have a successful year ahead. 

           John Stannage, 
           Chairman, Wansford Parish Council. 
 
 
3.    Minutes of last year’s Annual Parish Meeting, 17 May 2021:  the Minutes were accepted.     
 
4.    Matters Arising from the Minutes: Marie Lewis, Clerk of the Parish Council, reported that 
the Standing Orders and Financial Risk Assessment were documents that would, in future, be 
addressed at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and not at the Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
5.    Contribution from Cllr Gavin Elsey, City Councillor: A lengthy and detailed discussion took 
place between parishioners where Cllr Gavin Elsey was able to give an update on his work 
within the Wittering Ward.  Subjects covered related to: 
 

(a)  Work to support those residents of Wittering Ward who were facing eviction from their 
homes on the Wittering estate. 

(b) A general overview of the work of Peterborough City Council. 



(c) The difficulties experienced in the need to build a flyover at the A1 entrance to Wittering 
estate. 

(d) Praise for the performance of Wittering Primary School. 
(e) Parish councils not being able to submit formal objections to the Traffic Commissioner 

for the granting of heavy goods vehicle operating licences, particularly in relation to 
King’s Cliffe Industrial Estate. 

(f) The ever-increasing volume of both HGVs and other traffic entering the village and 
misuse of the Grade I Listed Wansford Bridge. 

(g) The potential development of Sibson airfield for the construction of 5,000 houses. 
   

 
6.     Those parishioners in attendance joined an amicable discussion with both Cllrs Stannage 
and Elsey, the subjects of which are outlined in item 5 above. 
 
7.  There being no further discussion, the Chairman of Wansford Parish Council closed the 
meeting at 8.50 p.m. 
 
  
 
Cllr John Stannage 
Chairman of Wansford Parish Council 
18 May 2022 


