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Tel: 07899732049 

The Community Hall, Peterborough Road, Wansford, PE8 6JN  

  

 
MINUTES OF WANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  

MONDAY, 13 FEBRUARY 2023  
Item No  
23(02)1 Chairman’s Welcome:  The Chairman welcomed all present and acknowledged Cllr Quentin 

Bambridge’s recent resignation from the parish council due to ill health.  The Chairman thanked Cllr 
Bambridge for his service to the parish council and wished him good health for the future.  

23(02)2 In attendance:  Cllr John Stannage (Chairman), Cllr Richard Clarke (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Martyn 
Handley, Cllr Jane Taylor-Pitt, Cllr Graham Stevens, 3 members of the public, and Marie Lewis 
(Clerk) 
Apologies for Absence:  Cllr Graham Garner   

23(02)3 Declarations of Interest 
The Chairman reminded Councillors of their obligation under the Codes of Conduct to declare 
personal and pecuniary interest. There were none declared.  

23(02)4 Public Time:  A parishioner spoke of his concerns relating to large vehicles using Wansford Bridge 
and asked if there was anything that could be done to help its preservation.  The Chairman referred to 
an item on that evening’s agenda which was related to restricting heavy vehicles from using the 
bridge entitled ‘Weight restriction on the Old Leicester Road’.  The Chairman also said that previous 
parish council discussions had taken place regarding the possibility of a law enforceable CCTV 
camera being positioned near the bridge to bring about prosecutions and that the parish council 
believed this to be the most effective deterrent to large vehicles. Also, an effective police presence 
had been in the village recently when some A1 road diversions had been in place. The parishioner 
suggested the installation of speedbumps by the bridge, however, the Chairman advised that these 
would create too much vibration for the bridge and negatively impact its mortared arch.   A 20 mph 
speed sensitive sign was positioned by the bridge from time to time which recorded the speeds of 
vehicles crossing the bridge.  Cllr Taylor-Pitt had witnessed speeding vehicles on the bridge, 
however, the speeds recorded electronically were generally around 20mph.   The parishioner felt that 
“prevention was better than cure” and said that cameras were a good thing but believed they would 
not entirely solve the problem as drivers were ignoring the 3 tonnes weight limit sign.  The Chairman 
said that the parishioner’s comments would be taken on board and the parish council’s efforts to 
protect the bridge would continue. 

23(02)5 Minutes of the meetings held on 9 and 26 January 2023 
The minutes of the meeting held on 26 January 2023 were accepted.  The minutes of the meeting 
held on 9 January 2023 were accepted subject to the following amendments: 
23(01)8 To add: “A new format of the accounts would be presented for the new financial year”. 
23(01)5 Additional amendments to the December 2022 minutes:  22(12)8 the word “format” to be 
replaced with “presentation”.  22(12)18 To amend the third sentence by deleting “to allow WPC’s ICO 
registered Data Controller (the Clerk)” and to add “(Clerk’s note: Councillors were subsequently asked 
to send their written consent for this to the Clerk who is WPC’s ICO Registered Data Controller)”. 
                                                                                                                                     Action:  Clerk 

23(02)6 
(a) 

Matters arising from the Minutes of 9 January 2023:  Updates of progress on the following 
items:  

 21(11)12       Wansford Community Hall:  Cllr Clarke reported that Sacrewell had a meeting planned 
with Saville’s and the matter of the Hall’s curtilage should be concluded in those discussions.  
However, if there was no conclusion by the next meeting Cllrs Clarke and Stannage would to chase 
this. 
21(11)19       A47 Dualling:  The Chairman thanked Cllr Clarke for his work on this matter.  Shailesh 
Vara, MP for North-West Cambridgeshire, had spoken to Cllr Clarke that afternoon and the Secretary 
of State for Transport’s decision on the A47 dualling between Wansford and Sutton was expected to 
be announced on 17 February 2023.  If that decision went against Wansford Parish Council’s 
proposals the Chairman proposed, and Councillors agreed, that WPC would go to the Press.      
22(4)12         Road Traffic Diversions into Wansford and Traffic Crossing Wansford Bridge:  
The Chairman explained that this matter related to the A1 repairs and night time closures.  There had 
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been diversions in place to avoid a rat run situation of traffic coming into the village and the diversions 
had been effective. 
22(11)12       Wansford Parish Council’s Goal and Strategy:  The Chairman said that the results of 
the survey would be analysed soon in order to create a goal and strategy for the future work of the 
parish council. 
22(4)14         Weight restrictions on Vehicles entering the village via the Old Leicester Road:  
The Chairman reported that a Peter Tebb of PCC was researching this matter.  It was noted that 
signage for the Old North Road and Bridge End were still needed and would be chased.   
                                                                                                                                  Action:  Clerk                                                                     
22(11)16       King Charles III Coronation Celebrations:  The Chairman reiterated that Wansford 
Parish Council would be working with Sibson cum Stibbington Parish Council to arrange a street party 
in Elton Road on 7 May 2023.  Sibson cum Stibbington had initiated the road closure administration 
and, if a charge for this was made, Wansford Parish Council would pay half.  The Chairman 
proposed, and Councillors agreed, that volunteers for a Working Party were needed.  After the 
Coronation a Beacon Lighting would take place at The Stables, Old Leicester Road, at 8 p.m. on the 
Saturday evening, 6 May.  On Monday, 8 May 2023 (a public holiday) people were being encouraged 
to do voluntary work for their communities and the Chairman was liaising with the community’s litter 
pickers for this. 
22(12)4       (a) Public Time: A47/Old Leicester Road Junction (Resolution 14(12)11):  The 
Chairman informed Councillors of an email from Mr Ekin of PCC relating to the junction.  The email 
summarised PCC’s work recently completed at the junction and which informed that the cost to 
reconfigure the junction would be £1m.  It was noted that there was still a ‘Slow’ sign to be painted 
onto the road at the junction.  Two road traffic accidents had already occurred at the junction this year 
and a parish council register of accidents would in future be maintained.  Cllr Clarke referred to a 
Crash Map website which recorded road traffic accidents with injuries and said that the Thornhaugh 
junction onto the A47 was similarly dangerous and suggested that doing work on these two junctions 
at the same time would reduce costs. The Chairman proposed, and Councillors agreed, that the Clerk 
would write to Mr Ekin of PCC to ask when the ‘Slow’ sign will be completed. 
                     (b) Public Time: Request for items to be added to 13 February 2023 agenda: 

• Lighting in A47 underpass:  The Chairman said that National Highways had 
been asked to replace the lights in the underpass with LED lights.  

• Hedge at Wansford Community Hall: The Chairman said that this had now 
been cut by a parishioner who was thanked by the Chairman.  It was noted 
that a hedge on Wansford bridge required attention and the Chairman 
would contact the owner. 

• Second wooden bin for Wansford: A parishioner would donate this. 
• Bus for Wansford: please refer to Agenda item 23(02)15 below 
• Suggestion for Media involvement for the A47 Dualling Project: the parish 

council would not contact the BBC. 
22(12)12      Parishioners’ Feedback for Parish Council Decision-Making:  The Chairman 
reported that a total of 10 response forms had been received.  Cllrs Stannage and Taylor-Pitt had 
visited two residents who had expressed a preference for a Councillor to call at their home to give 
feedback. Over 30 residents had completed the Survey Monkey survey.  Some of the feedback 
related to requests for benches near to Standen Meadows and also Old Leicester Road.  Feedback 
had been received about residents of Peterborough Road using Nene Close to park their cars and 
which caused congestion there.  These matters would be added to our next meeting’s agenda. 
22(12)15      Access to Wansford Pasture from the Old Leicester Road and Standen Pastures:  
The Chairman reported that he had written to the Wildlife Trust asking for public access to these 
areas but no response had been received.  He would check the gates and if they were still locked a 
further email would be sent to the Wildlife Trust.                                                          Action:  Clerk 

23(02)6 
(b) 

Matters arising from the Minutes of 26 January 2023:  

 • Community Leadership Fund – The Chairman reported that an application had been 
submitted to Cllr Elsey to seek funds for a teak 4-seater bench and that a response was 
awaited from PCC.  

23(02)7 Planning  
 
Reference: 22/01792/HHFUL 
Proposal: Repositioning of the boundary posts and fence from the corner of 1 Peterborough Road, 
Wansford, to the fence post adjacent to the tree – retrospective. 
Site address: 1 Peterborough Road Wansford Peterborough 
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22/01792/HHFUL | Repositioning of the boundary posts and fence from the corner of 1 Peterborough Road 
Wansford to the fence post adjacent to the tree - retrospective | 1 Peterborough Road Wansford 
Peterborough PE8 6LA 
After discussion of this retrospective planning application, the Chairman proposed, and Councillors 
agreed, that Wansford Parish Council had no objections to this planning application and that 
Councillors concurred with the Conservation Officer’s comments for the fence to be lowered from 2m 
to 1m.                                                                                                                              Action:  Clerk 
 
Reference:  23/00066/TRE 
Proposal: T2, T3, T4 – Lime trees all damaged on the trunks to be pollarded to 6m; T1 – Ash to 
pollard to below previous pollard point due to cavity; T6 – Sycamore damaged trunk and fungal 
bracket present as pictured to fell and remove; T5 – Fell and remove smaller lime tree growing at 45-
degree angle. 
Site address:  11 Robinswood, Wansford, PE8 6JQ 
23/00066/TRE | T2, T3, T4 - Lime trees all damaged on the trunks to be pollarded to 6m; T1 - Ash to pollard to 
below previous pollard point due to cavity; T6 - Sycamore damaged trunk and fungal bracket present as 
pictured to fell and remove; T5 - Fell and remove smaller lime tree growing at 45 degree angle | Vetlanda 
House 11 Robinswood Wansford Peterborough PE8 6JQ 
After discussion of this TPO, the Chairman proposed, and Councillors agreed, that Peterborough City 
Council be informed that Wansford Parish Council had no objection to this TPO.  Action:  Clerk 
 
Appeal No. APP/J0540/W21/3287538 – Seeds Field 
This appeal hearing took place in Peterborough Town Hall on 22 November and 6 December 2022.  
The outcome of the Appeal Hearing was still awaited by Wansford Parish Council and it could not, 
therefore, be discussed at the parish council meeting held on 13 February 2023. The appeal had 
been made by the developers of Seeds Field (Kelland Developments) to the Secretary of State 
against Peterborough City Council’s failure to determine an application within the relevant statutory 
timescale in respect of the following proposal: 
Description: Construction of up to 14 prestige self-build dwellings and associated infrastructure with 
access secured and all other matters (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) reserved.    
Site Location: Field to the east of Old Pump House Old Leicester Road Wansford Peterborough 
The outcome of the appeal will be published on http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/pcs 
17/00550/OUT | Construction of up to 14 prestige self-build dwellings and associated infrastructure with 
access secured and all other matters (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) reserved | Field To The East 
Of Old Pump House Old Leicester Road Wansford Peterborough  

23(02)8 Accounts to Date 2022/2023 
The Chairman proposed, and Councillors agreed, to approve the Receipts and Payments accounts 
presented for January 2023 - February 2023.   

23(02)9 Budget 2022/2023 
The Chairman proposed, and Councillors agreed, that the parish council’s expenditure was within 
budget. 

23(02)10  Finance 
The Chairman proposed, and Councillors agreed, to the following payments:  Parish Clerk’s 
Salary (37hrs x £14.21 for Jan – Feb 2023 = £525.77; Netwise (WPC’s website & email address 
provider £390 + £78 VAT = £468); Nene Close Play Area Safety Inspection Fee £70 + £14 VAT = 
£84 to Peterborough Limited; Fairhurst Buckley invoice sent on behalf of the Royal British Legion 
for Christie Hall annual rental £3,130.34.  The Clerk would invoice the Christie Hall Management 
Committee for payment of half of this amount.                                                        Action:  Clerk 

23(02)11 Oundle 20 Run coming into Wansford on 5 March 2023 
The parish council had received advance notification of this sporting event, the route for which would 
pass along Yarwell Road and the Old Leicester Road through Wansford to the King’s Cliffe Road on 5 
March 2023.  Marshalls for the run would be at the end of Yarwell Road and the Old Leicester Road.  
An additional marshall had been requested by the parish council to be positioned at the top of the Old 
Leicester Road by the King’s Cliffe Road. 

23(02)12 Civility and Respect for Dignity at Work Policy 
In view of the length of time needed to discuss the draft policy the Chairman proposed, and 
Councillors agreed, to defer this particular agenda item and discuss it at the next meeting of the 
parish council.                                                                                                                Action:  Clerk   

23(02)13 Wansford Resident’s Request for More Trees 
A parishioner of Wansford had contacted the parish council to request that more trees be planted 
within the parish, and specifically Scots pines.  Cllr Clarke had spoken with the parishioner and there 

https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=RNLDAMMLHO000
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=RNLDAMMLHO000
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=RNLDAMMLHO000
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=ROTTBMMLHXQ00
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=ROTTBMMLHXQ00
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=ROTTBMMLHXQ00
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=ROTTBMMLHXQ00
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=ON03MRMLKPC00
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=ON03MRMLKPC00
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=ON03MRMLKPC00
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had been no strong views about where the trees should be.  The Chairman proposed, and Councillors 
agreed that Cllrs Clarke and Stannage would meet with Natural England on 24 February 2023 to 
discuss the possibility of tree planting with a view to progress this. Action:  Cllrs Clarke & Stannage 

23(02)14 Correspondence 
An email had been received from Cambridgeshire Constabulary’s Northern Neighbourhood Team 
which proposed to meet with Councillor(s) at a chosen location in Wansford parish each month to 
patrol the parish and give opportunity to discuss any police or parish related matters.  This opportunity 
could also be open to persons living in the community to speak with both the police and a Councillor.  
After discussion, the Chairman proposed, and Councillors agreed, to participate in this initiative and 
the following dates were selected: 11 March 2023 11 a.m., 17 June 2023 11 a.m., 9 September 2023 
11 a.m. The Clerk would write to the police to arrange. (NB: the first two dates had since been 
changed to 15 April 2023 11 a.m., 8 July 2023 11 a.m.). This meant that a patrol would take place 
every three months and Cllr Taylor-Pitt volunteered to represent the parish council to meet with a 
representative of the police by the Church on the agreed dates.  Cllr Taylor-Pitt reported that some 
residents had given feedback in Wansford Parish Council’s communication survey to indicate that 
they did not always feel safe with cold callers.  Feedback had also been given relating to speeding 
traffic, HGVs in the parish and illegal drug exchanges taking place.                              Action: Clerk   

23(02)15 Councillors Reports 
(a) The Chairman gave an up-date to Councillors on his recent discussions with residents of 

Wittering regarding the potential reintroduction of a more frequent bus service to Wittering, 
Wansford and other local villages.  Residents of Wittering were keen to improve their very 
limited bus service and were conducting an on-line survey to gauge interest for potential 
usage.  Vectare, a bus company, already served Wittering, Wansford and Castor in the early 
morning and afternoon for travel to and from Peterborough once each weekday.   PCC were 
not wholly supportive to reintroduce a more frequent bus service.   

(b) Cllr Taylor-Pitt gave more information on the on-line bus survey being used by Wittering 
Parish Council to gauge interest for the potential use of a more frequent bus service. After 
some discussion, the Chairman proposed, and Councillors agreed, to use the same survey as 
for Wittering and that this would be uploaded onto the parish council website as well as the 
Wansford Community site. The results of the Wittering and Wansford surveys would be 
scrutinised by PCC and potential bus operators to understand better the level of interest. 

                                                                                                                                 Action: Clerk  
23(02)16 Signage 

A discussion took place regarding additional footpath signage for the parish.  The Chairman 
proposed, and Councillors agreed to research the procurement of signage from Peterborough Road 
to Nene Close Play Area via the westerly footpath; signage from Peterborough Road showing the way 
to Sutton and Sacrewell; and signage at Bridge End showing the way to Wansford Weir and Yarwell.    
The Chairman also proposed, and Councillors agreed, that the Clerk write to Martin Brooker of PCC 
to seek consent to use existing posts for the signs.                                                     Action:  Clerk    

23(02)17 Matters for future consideration 
There were no Agenda items proposed for the next meeting which were not already covered above. 

23(02)18 Wansford Parish Council contributions to Living Villages 
February:    Cllr Martyn Handley 
March:        Cllr Graham Stevens 
April:           Cllr Jane Taylor-Pitt 
May:            Cllr John Stannage 
June:           Cllr Graham Garner 

23(02)19 Dates of next meeting 
Ordinary Parish Council Meeting: Mon., 13 March 2023 at 7.30 p.m. in Wansford Community Hall. 

Signed:  Marie Lewis    
Marie Lewis, Wansford Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 


